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When the Arts League of Michigan launched a Jazz Education 
program in the early 2000’s, Ben Williams was one of the first 
student mentors involved in teaching the youngsters of the region 
about the world of jazz.

A few years later, Endea Owens was a student in the Carr Cen-
ter’s Summert Jazz Program under the tutelage of the great Mar-
cus Belgrave.  When Endea graduated from Detroit School of Arts, 
she enrolled in Michigan State University’s Jazz Studies Program.

In 2019, Brandon Rose auditioned and was accepted into the 
Gathering Orchestra as a Geri Allen Fellow.  For what turned out 
to be the next four years (thanks Covid!), Brandon studied and 
performed in this professional development program.  Ultimately 
he turned out the house when he performed a spoken word duet 
in a newly commissioned work by Patrice Rushen.

For several years, the MSU Professors of Jazz served as the 
“house band” for the Arts League/Carr Center Jazz @ the Center 
series.  Great concerts, great artists, great music!

There were a few common denominators in all of these programs:  
› The Arts League of Michigan/Carr Center; 
› The bass and 
› Rodney Whitaker.

Endea, Ben and Brandon will showcase their incredible, God 
given talent, creativity and leadership as they lead their bands 
through an evening of great music in the Carr Center Performance 
Studio.   They will bring cheers from you, the audience (part of 
the Carr Center money back guarantee of a great experience!).  
Heads will bob.  Fingers will snap!  And feet will tap.  



In the back of the room, there will be two men smiling.  Me and 
Rodney Whitaker.  I will be smiling because of whatever small 
contribution the Carr Center has made to the development of 
these incredible young talents.  I am grateful we could provide the 
opportunities.

Rodney will smile as he listens to each artist showcase their 
mastery on the bass.  He will smile as he listens to the stories they 
will tell of the experiences they have had as working musicians 
over the last couple of decades as recording and touring artists, as 
the member of the house band of a popular TV show or just start-
ing to explode as they meld the church house and the concert hall.

And Endea, Ben, Brandon and me…and oh so many more will 
smile back saluting the Man, the Mentor and his Music for all that 
Rodney has given to each of us, to Detroit and to the World.  

On behalf of EVERYONE, I say THANK YOU RODNEY! 

Our heartfelt Congratulations to Rodney Whitaker on being 
named 2023 Detroit Jazz Hero...You are OUR Hero too! 

Please consider a gift to our special campaign honoring Rodney 
Whitaker. Donations will help support The Gathering Orchestra and 
our Geri Allen Fellows. Just visit our website: thecarrcenter.org

Your Artistic Collaborator for more than 20 years,

Oliver Ragsdale, Jr.
President
The Carr Center





BEN WILLIAMS
April 29, 2023

“To simply call Rodney a teacher would be an under-
statement. He has made such an impact on my life (as he 
has for so many young musicians) as a teacher, mentor, 
and example of what a man should be. Rodney showed 
me, through wise words and (most importantly) by exam-
ple how one could be a masterful musician, an educator, 
a community leader, and a family man. His legacy lives on 
not only through his own accomplishments, but through 
the many lives he touched through his mentorship.”                                                                                                                                

❝

 — Ben Williams, MSU Jazz Studies Alum ‘07



For more than a decade, Ben Williams has steadily be-
come one of the most acclaimed and versatile bassists in 
modern jazz. In 2009, he won the Thelonious Monk Inter-
national Jazz Competition. He has performed/recorded with 
such giants as Pat Metheny, George Benson, Stefon Harris, 
David Sanborn, Lauryn Hill, Wynton Marsalis, Robert Glasp-
er, Maxwell, and Nicholas Payton.

Williams received his Bachelor’s in Music Education at 
Michigan State University in 2007, where he studied under 
Rodney Whitaker and he earned his Master’s in Music 
from the Juilliard School in 2009.

In 2013 and 2015 Williams received the DownBeat Mag-
azine Critics Poll Rising Star Award for Bass. Williams 
became a “Rising Star” when he won the 2009 Thelonious 
Monk International Jazz Bass Competition Award that land-
ed him his first record-deal with Concord Records. There-
after, he recorded and released State of Art in 2011 with 
his band, Sound Effect. The Album received an impressive 
4.5 Star Review in DownBeat Magazine and reached #1 
on the charts of iTunes and the National BillBoard. He was 
named the 2011 iTtunes Breakthrough Artist of the Year in 
the category of jazz. 

He has released 3 albums 2011, State of the Art and 2015 
Coming of Age, both with Concord Music and in 2020 I am 
A Man with Rainbow Blonde. His latest project pairs him 
with singer, Syndee Williams, to create Butterfly Black, that 
draws upon the legacy of iconic male-female soul duos.  
.
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Meet eBan

                    MARC CARY 
In a jazz world brimming with brilliant and adven-
turous pianists, Marc Cary stands apart by way 
of pedigree and design. None of his prestigious 
peer group ever set the groove behind the drums 
in Washington DC go-go bands nor are any others 
graduates of both Betty Carter and Abbey Lincoln’s 
bandstand academies. Cary remains one of the 
originators of contemporary jazz, evident in his 
influence on peers. 
As New York Times jazz critic Nate Chinen ob-
served recently, “There isn’t much in the mod-
ern-jazz-musician tool kit that Marc Cary hasn’t 
mastered, but he has a particular subspecialty 
in the area of groove…with a range of rhythmic 
strategies, from a deep-house pulse to a swing-
ing churn.” Mr. Cary richly embodies the spirit of 
diverse streams that feed into the ample body of 
what we consider jazz history today.
 

         JAEEL SHAW 
Alto & Soprano saxophonist and bandleader, Jaleel 
Shaw, is a longtime member of the Roy Haynes Quar-
tet, Tom Harrell’s “Colors Of A Dream” band, and has 
performed with Christian McBride, Jason Moran, the 
Mingus Big Band, Stefon Harris, Roy Hargrove, Terri Lyne 
Carrington, Dave Holland, Jimmy Cobb and many others. 
He won the Downbeat Critics Poll's for Rising Star Alto 
Saxophonist in 2014.
Born and raised in Philadelphia, PA, Shaw picked up the 
alto saxophone and surrounded himself with music at an 
early age. Following high school, received a full-tuition 
scholarship to attend Berklee College of Music in Boston, 
MA, where he received a dual degree in Music Education 
and Performance. Shaw is currently on faculty at the 
Manhattan School of Music and New School University.

BEN WILLIAMS



  BRAD ALLEN WILLIAMS  
Although known for his surrealistic guitar stylism, 
Brad Allen Williams describe himself as a “profes-
sional listener.” He serves music in many capaci-
ties - recording artist, guitarist, composer, producer, 
and in every role centers absorption, openness, 
and response.
An early fascination with improvisation matured into 
a core musical value that animates collaborations 
and solo projects alike, making him one of the most 
unique and in-demand guitarists in the industry. On 
his 2023 Colorfield Records release œconomy, he 
casts himself in opposition to his instrument, which 
he describes as “overleveraged in the last 100 years 
of popular music.” The mission is at once modest 
and extremely ambitious: he aspires to reimagine 
the guitar’s role and function on an atomic level, all 
while keeping service of music at the center.
 

       JHARIS YOLEY 
Rising star drummer, producer and songwriter 
Jharis Yokley is a force of nature spanning the 
hip-hop, jazz, R&B and rock scenes. A native of 
St. Louis, Missouri, Yokley graduated from the 
prestigious Berklee College, studying under jazz 
greats Terri Lynne Carrington and Danilo Pérez. 
Moving to Brooklyn in 2016 Yokley quickly be-
came an in demand drummer, performing with 
artists such as Solange, Chance the Rapper, Ani 
DiFranco, Sleigh Bells, José James and DJ Pre-
mier. He is currently working on his forthcoming 
solo album coming early 2024.

Meet eBan
BEN WILLIAMS



Concert Se

Moontrane 

Dawn of a New Day 

Strength & Beauty 

 If You Hear Me 

Promised Land 

For Rockelle 

Bass & Drum Duet 

Death of Emmett Till 

Woody Shaw 

Ben Williams 

Ben Williams 

Ben Williams 

Ben Williams 

Rodney Whitaker 

TBD 

Bob Dylan 
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RODNEY WHITAKER

Internationally renowned bassist and Origin Records recording artist, Rodney 
Whitaker, started his relationship with the Carr Center over 20 years ago. He 
founded our Jazz Education program and the MSU Professors of Jazz ensemble 
was our resident Jazz ensemble during the formative years. Rodney himself has 
been the Resident Artist at the Carr Center for more than 13 years now. Current-
ly, he also serves as artistic director for The Gathering Orchestra, our Geri Allen 
Fellows, a professional development program for gifted,early career musicians. 

A  lifelong and  dedicated educator, Rodney  holds the titles of Professor of 
Jazz Bass and Director of Jazz Studies at Michigan State University where he 
has built one of the leading jazz degree programs and performing faculty in the 
world. For over 25 years, he has taught jazz at Michigan State University so it 
comes as no surprise that he also uses the stage to educate his audiences about 
the music he loves so dearly. 

Rodney Whitaker is considered one of the leading performers and teachers of 
the jazz double bass in the world. He has performed and toured more than 100 
legendary performing jazz artists, and is featured on over 100 recordings.He is 
also a former member of the Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra.

Meet eArist



 

Rodney Whitaker represents Detroit and East Lansing worldwide with his record-
ings, his Bebop Spartans Big Band, and his appearances.  Ever since he burst 
out nationally with Terence Blanchard and Donald Harrison in 1991, Rodney has 
been a Detroit jazz ambassador.  His resounding bass tone, rock-steady time 
sense, and dedicated work ethic earned him the bass chair in the esteemed Jazz 
at Lincoln Center Orchestra.  New York experiences also included teaching master 
classes at the Julliard Institute of Jazz, The New School, Duke University, Howard 
University, and more.  

20232023 Jazz Hero
RODNEY WHITAKER

One of bassist Rodney Whitaker’s 
many Detroit mentors, pianist Kenn 
Cox, had a motto: “Each one, teach 
one”.  Rodney Whitaker has more 
than lived up to this motto, as he 
has taught multitudes in incalculable 
manners.  For this reason, along 
with recognizing his innate musi-
cal brilliance, a resounding “yes!” 
arose from the Detroit jazz commu-
nity when Rodney Whitaker was 
designated the 2023 Detroit Jazz 
Hero.  He is the embodiment of his 
mentors:  Donald Walden, Marcus 
Belgrave, Roy Brooks, Robert Glad-
stone, Donald Washington, Ralphe 
Armstrong, Herbie Williams, and 
Alma Smith along with Kenn Cox.   
He studied at Wayne State Univer-
sity, but it was the early experiences 
on the bandstand with mentors that 
shaped Rodney into the musical 
leader he is today. 



After fruitful years in New York with Jazz at Lincoln Center, Rodney joined Michi-
gan State University in East Lansing, first as professor of jazz double bass and now 
as Director of Jazz Studies at MSU where the program attracts students from all 
global regions.  Students come to study with Rodney’s stellar team of jazz edu-
cators. Students receive a meaningful experience playing in Detroit through MSU 
outreach programs.  Aspiring musicians know that studying with Rodney Whitaker 
is more than notes.  It is about attitude and life.  Says Rodney:  “I want to raise 
1,000 mentors.  Those 1,000 mentors are obligated to raise 1,000 mentors.  People 
pattern what they see.  They pattern themselves after you when they experience 
you extending yourself.  My first life mission is to be a good parent, and my second 
mission is to raise the next generation of committed and concerned musicians.”  

Today Rodney extends his Detroit jazz legacy to The Gathering Orchestra through 
Detroit’s Carr Center, an orchestra established in memory of Detroit pianist Geri 
Allen.  Under his direction, the orchestra tackles challenging repertoire, raising the 
bar of excellence and improvisation ever higher.  Rodney’s Detroit jazz memories 
run deep, but Rodney assures us that Detroit has a bright jazz future.  Rodney 
knows to give back to the community:  “Detroiters still support me.  Detroiters are 
very loyal.  They have my back”.  We are glad to have Rodney back in Michigan 
and are delighted that he is our 2023 Jazz Hero.

GIVE TO A SPECIAL CAMPAIGN 
HONORING RODNEY WHITAKER 

Support The Gathering Orchestra and a Geri Allen Fellow 

20232023 Jazz Hero
RODNEY WHITAKER

 — Linda Yohn

DONATE NOW

https://thecarrcenter.networkforgood.com/projects/191945-a-campaign-to-honor-rodney-whitaker-he-s-our-hero-too


ENDEA OWENS

Endea Owens is a Detroit-raised Recording Artist, Bassist, and Composer. 
She was once a student in the Carr Center Arts Academy and she has been 
mentored by Jazz Icons the likes of Marcus Belgrave, Rodney Whitaker, and Ron 
Carter. Endea has toured and performed with Wynton Marsalis, Jennifer Holli-
day, Diana Ross, Rhonda Ross, Solange, Jon Batiste, Jazzmeia Horn, Dee Dee 
Bridgewater, and Steve Turre to name a few. 

In 2018, Endea graduated from The Juilliard School, and joined the Late 
Show with Stephen Colbert as a member of the house band, Stay Human. Since 
then, Endea has won an Emmy, Grammy Award, and a George Foster Pea-
body Award. Endea’s work has appeared on Jon Batiste’s Grammy Award-win-
ning album “We Are”, Oscar-nominated film Judas and the Black Messiah, and 
H.E.R’s widely acclaimed Super Bowl LV performance.nt Artist at the Carr Center 
for more than 10 years now. Currently, he also serves as artistic director for The 
Gathering Orchestra, our Geri Allen Fellows, a professional development pro-
gram for gifted,early career musicians.

March 25, 2023



BRANDON ROSE

The protégé of legends Marcus Miller and Rodney Whitaker, contemporary 
jazz musician Brandon Rose harnesses his gospel roots to create rhythm and 
blues, and soul-inspired compositions. His music seamlessly and effortlessly 
incorporates elements of jazz, funk, hip hop, and R&B into a full-bodied musical 
experience. In the 2000s, Rose achieved early notoriety on Michigan-based tele-
vision programs and online streaming platforms as a child bassist.Brandon Rose 
began playing the bass guitar at the age of 5. 

Brandon is a  recent graduate of the prestigious Jazz Education program 
of Michigan State and for the past two years, he was a member of The Gath-
ering Orchestra, the Carr Center’s Geri Allen Fellows. He released his debut 
album,Transition, in June of 2020.  As a writer, Brandon’s compositions are 
inspired by his experiences with love and love lost, and by the social protests of 
the Black Lives Matter movement and other efforts for equality.

April 27, 2023


